MALABRIGO BABY SWEATER
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Adorable!  This amazingly soft hand-dyed merino wool from Uruguay has the feel of cashmere at a fraction of the cost.  Your little one will beam from ear to ear in the sun-soaked color striations!  Choose to employ any type of stitch—seed, linen, or stockinette—your garment will come out a delight!  This pattern is for size 2T.  
MATERIALS

2 skeins Malabrigo Kettle Dyed Merino (approx 400 yds)

Use 3 skeins for larger child

size 9 and 10  needles and four buttons 

NOTE:  Knit the first and last st of all rows in this pattern for easy finishing.

BACK

With size 9 needles, CO 37 sts.  Work in 1x1 rib for 1 inch.  Change to larger needles and work in seed st (or desired stitch) until back measures 13 inches.  BO loosely.  

LEFT FRONT

With size 9 needles, CO 20 sts.  Place marker at 3rd stitch to mark for garter placate.  Work in 1X1 rib over remaining sts for 1 inch.  Change to larger needles then work in pattern st over remaining sts.  Work in garter all the way up for the placate.  When piece measures 10”, BO 5 sts. Continue in pattern.  BO 2 sts at neck edge 3 more times to shape for collar.  Piece should measure 13” from bottom at tallest point.  Work one more row, then BO all sts loosely in pattern.
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RIGHT FRONT

Follow same instructions as for the left front, but in the reverse.  When working placate, make button holes (if desired) as you go.  This yarn knits on a large needle, so if you prefer not to make button holes, it’s fine.  Simply place buttons as desired upon finishing.

SLEEVES (Make two)

With smaller needles, cast on 15 sts for cuffs.  Work in 1X1 rib for 3 rows.  Inc number of sts on needle to 30 evenly.  Change to larger needles, work in pattern until piece measures 5” then BO loosely in pattern.

FINISHING

With WS facing each other, crochet or sew 2 shoulder seams together.  Pick up sts evenly along collar with smaller needles.  Work in 1X1 rib for one inch.  Change to larger needle, continue working in rib pattern until collar measures 31/2” tall. BO loosely in rib pattern.  Sew or crochet sleeves from armpit to cuff.  Then continue by sewing or crocheting sides from armpit to bottom.  Sew on buttons.
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