CROSS STITCH TODDLER SUN TOP
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Using a combination of the ever familiar stockinette stitch with a clever cross or two will make an otherwise ordinary children’s shell anything but!  However, for new knitters just try substituting eyelets for the cross-stitch pattern.  Sample shown in size 9 to 12 months.

Materials:  One hank of Schaefer Yarn Laurel (use doubled)


       Size 9 needles


       Crochet Hook

CROSS STITCH PATTERN (multiple of 4)

Row One:  K1, *YO, K1* across row

Row Two:  In sections of 4 using right needle, carefully slip each stitch, elongating YOs 

       into 4 stitches. Cross two stitches over each other, pass them back, crossed, to   

       the left needle.  Purl four stitches and move on to next segment of four.  

       Repeat to end of row.

MAKE TWO PIECES

With yarn doubled, cast on 36 stitches.  Rib in K1 P1 for four rows.  On RS row, begin cross stitch pattern.  After pattern is complete, work in St st for two more rows.  On RS row, begin Cross-stitch pattern.  When complete, work in St st until garment measures 10 inches from bottom.  On RS row, continue working in st st for 14 sts.  BO 8 sts in center for neck shaping, work across remaining 14 sts.  (You will need to attach another piece of doubled yarn to work both sides of neck.)  With RS facing, you will shape both sides of neck opening by decreasing 1 st at neck edge every other row until 24 sts remain on needle—12 for both sides of neck.  At this point, working in Cross Stitch Pattern on both edges as before.  Work 2 rows in St st.  Begin Cross-stitch pattern once again.  When complete, work in St st for two rows.  Use 3 needle bind off the Join Shoulder seams.  Sew up sides 6 ½ inches from bottom, leaving room for armholes.  Weave in ends.  If desired, crochet contrasting color in novelty yarn around neck opening.
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